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SUBJECT: COMBINED EORCES COMMAND: PRESS SPECULATION 

1. AETERNOON VERNACULAR PRESS MAY 15 AND MORNING ENGLISH PRESS 
MAY 16 CARRIED STORIES ON THE COMBINED FORCES COMMAND. STORIES 
SPECULATE THAT AN AGREEMENT WAS BEING DISCUSSED EOR SIGNATURE AT 
THE JULY SCM WHICH WOULD ESTABLISH THE COMBINED FORCES COMMAND 
EOLLOWING RATIEICATION BY THE U.S. CONGRESS AND THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY. STORIES FURTHER SPECULATE THAT CEC WILL TAKE OVER 
EROM UNC OPERATIONAL COMMAND OE EORCES IN KOREA. MOST PRESS 
STORIES SOURCED REPORT TO GOVERNMENT OEFICIAL BUT KOREA HERALD 
GIVES SOURCE AS MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEEAIRS. 

2. WE HAVE MADE STRONG REPRESENTATION TO MOEA OVER THESE 
STORIES AND THE POSSIBLE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES THAT COULD 
RESULT. IN ADDITION, ON THE AETERNOON OF MAY 16 THE EMBASSY 
ISSUED THE EOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: THE EMBASSY HAS NOTED PRESS REPORTS WHICH 
STATE THAT CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO THE SIGNING 
OE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC 
OP KOREA CONCERNING ESTABLISHMENT OP A COMBINED FORCES 
COMMAND AND THAT THE NEW COMMAND WILL TAKE OVER OPERA- 
TIONAL CONTROL OP EORCES IN KOREA PROM THE UNITED NATIONS 
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COMMAND. THE EMBASSY DENIES THAT AN AGREEMENT IS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION, NOTING THAT THE COMBINED FORCES COMMAND 
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE MUTUAL 
SECURITY TREATY AND NO PURTHER AUTHORITY IS REQUIRED OR 
CONTEMPLATED. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
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NIP THIS SPECULATION BEFORE IT GROWS TALL ENOUGH TO GIVE 
US TROUBLE. 

SNEIDER 
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